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On Nov. 17, voters went to the polls in Paraguay for municipal elections. The ruling Asociacion
Nacional Republicana (ANR, Partido Colorado), which has been in power since 1947, was soundly
defeated in the balloting in Asuncion but held its own in the rest of the country. Despite sporadic
violence during the campaign, which took the lives of at least four political activists, OAS observers
called the elections "clean and transparent."
A newly appointed electoral council had overseen drawing up new voter- registration lists to purge
names of dead voters and end other anomalies inherited from the former dictatorship of Gen.
Alfredo Stroessner (1954-89). At stake in the elections were 220 mayoral and city council posts.
Election observers called the turnout historic, with participation reaching about 80% nationwide and
89.2% in Asuncion, according to the Tribunal Superior de Justicia Electoral (TSJE). Countrywide, the
Colorado margin of victory against opposition parties was less than 2%. The Colorados took 51%
against a combined total for the opposition parties of just over 49%. According to unofficial figures,
the Partido Liberal Radical Autentico (PLRA) took 28.7%, while the Partido Encuentro Nacional
(PEN) took 4.32%. Various opposition alliances received 15.5%, and the Partido Revolucionario
Febrerista (PRF) and other tiny parties took 1.6%.
Although it received only slightly more than 50% of the vote, the Partido Colorado captured about
70% of the municipal posts, including some of the important municipalities near Asuncion. In
addition, it will retain control of most of Paraguay's 17 departments, since it took 12 departmental
capitals, while the PLRA took four and the PEN one.
Nevertheless, for the second time in as many elections, the Partido Colorado was soundly defeated
in Asuncion, where voters chose PLRA leader Martin Burt, the candidate for the PLRA-PEN alliance
formed in early October, as the new mayor. The two opposition parties joined forces in a successful
move to prevent the Colorados from recapturing the capital. The defeated Colorado candidate was
Angel Ramon Barchini, leader of the neo-Stroessner wing of the ANR (see NotiSur, 09/27/96).
According to the final unofficial tabulation by the TSJE, Burt won the Asuncion race with 52.1% of
the vote, while Barchini received 43.4%. The remaining three candidates together received less than
5% of the vote. In addition to the important battle for the mayoral post in Asuncion, city council
positions in the capital were also hotly contested. The ANR took 11 seats, while the PEN took 7 and
the PLRA 6, giving the opposition control of the city council as well as the mayor's office. The PLRAPEN alliance framed its campaign on what it termed a clear choice between a "continuation of the
democratic process" or a return to the "dictatorial practices" that were imposed under Stroessner.
"The problem with Barchini is not that he was a Stroessner supporter but that he still is, and he
offers the country a return to the dictatorship," said PLRA leader Miguel Abdon Saguier. During the
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campaign, he reminded voters that Barchini said he would gladly give Stroessner the keys to the city
if he won.
Outgoing Asuncion mayor and PEN president Carlos Filizzola said the alliance that came together
for the Asuncion mayoral race was the first step toward a similar alliance for the next presidential
elections in 1998. Following the elections, Filizzola again stressed the importance of the opposition
alliance. "From the beginning, the Encuentro Nacional has been in favor of alliances," said Filizzola.
"Today we see that this path has strengthened the unity among all democratic sectors as we look
ahead to the 1998 general elections." And, in his acceptance statement, Burt promised to support
the alliance between the PEN and the PLRA. "The PEN has kept its part of the commitment, the
democratic agreement signed with the PLRA, and it will not be Martin Burt who fails to live up to
the agreement," said Burt. "We will show that we keep our word, that we are ethical, and that we
fulfill the commitments we make.
With this as a foundation, we will prepare to form a great alliance for 1998 and achieve the change
that we all are hoping for at a national level." Such an alliance would provide the only realistic
hope for the opposition to defeat the Partido Colorado in the next presidential race, according to
leaders of both the PEN and the PLRA. Already, names of "pre-candidates" are surfacing, including
Miguel Abdon Saguier and Domingo Laino of the PLRA and Guillermo Caballero Vargas and
Carlos Filizzola of the PEN. In the aftermath of the municipal elections, the Partido Colorado is also
examining both its victories and its defeats as it looks ahead to 1998.
Despite maintaining control of most department capitals, the party had set its sights on recapturing
control of Asuncion, where more than half the country resides. However, the defeat of the strong
pro-Stroessner candidate in Asuncion will likely exacerbate the party's internal divisions. The
party was hampered by infighting between supporters of President Juan Carlos Wasmosy and the
party's avidly pro-Stroessner faction, led by Luis Maria Argana. Friction between Wasmosy and
Vice President Roberto Seifart who has clear presidential ambitions also took its toll. In addition,
rebellious former Gen. Lino Oviedo, who has already announced his presidential candidacy for
1998, has formed another faction within the Partido Colorado, further fragmenting the party (see
NotiSur, 05/03/96 and 08/09/96). [Sources: Agence France-Presse, 11/01/96, 11/06/96; Inter Press
Service, 10/02/96, 11/15/96, 11/18/96; Spanish news service EFE, 11/07/96, 11/13/96, 11/18/96; ABC
Color (Paraguay), 11/25/96, 11/26/96, 12/03/96; Noticias (Paraguay), 11/18-20/96, 12/04/96]
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